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Third Sunday in Advent 
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Introduction – The Hall of Shame 

God specializes in redemption.  The Bible is full of stories of people who were terrible failures.  

And yet God was able to exchange their failure for good and use them in his greater Redemption 

plan.  Hebrews 11 is often called the “Faith Hall of Fame.”  These people weren’t perfect.  God 

delights in using broken people.  Most that are listed in the “Hall of Fame” were at one time in 

the “Hall of Shame:” 

 Abraham was a liar.  He told the King of Egypt that his wife was his sister so that he 

wouldn’t be killed if the King desired her.  And yet, Abraham was called “the friend of 

God” and through him all the nations of the earth would be blessed (Genesis 12:3). 

 Joseph was an arrogant spoiled brat whom irritated his brothers so much that they almost 

killed him. Yet God changed him into a wise leader who eventually saved his family 

from famine.  

 Moses was a murderer and a fugitive and yet God used him to lead his people from 

slavery through the desert to the doorstep of the Promised Land. 

 Rahab was a prostitute and yet she is listed in Matthew’s Gospel as King David’s great-

great-great grandmother and in the family tree of the Messiah.  

 Sampson had a problem with women, but God used him to destroy Israel’s enemies. 

 King David was an adulterer who conspired to have his friend murdered to cover his 

indiscretion.  Yet he was called “a man after God’s own heart” and was the greatest King 

of Israel. 

 Matthew was a despised tax collector who cheated people out of their money.   Yet he 

became one of the twelve Apostles and wrote the first Gospel.  

 Peter was a brash fisherman who denied knowing Jesus when the Lord needed him most. 

Yet he became the first leader and powerful preacher on the Day of Pentecost when the 

Church was born.  
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 James and John were quick to anger and power hungry brothers who became leaders in 

the early church.  James was martyred and John would write more books for the New 

Testament than anyone except Paul.  

 Paul persecuted the church – some even to death – and yet he would become an Apostle, 

evangelist, and the greatest mind in the church in the First Century.  

 Augustine was a libertine, wasting his life on drink and women until God answered the 

prayers of his mother and he came to faith in Christ.  He would become one of the most 

important Christian theologians of all time.  

 Martin Luther was foul-mouthed, angry, and an anti-Semite. Yet God used him as the 

single most important person in launching the Protestant Reformation.  

 John Newton was a despicable captain of a slave-trading ship until he came to faith in 

Christ.  He wrote “Amazing Grace,” one of the most beloved of all hymns.   

 Countless gang members, drug addicts and dealers, porn stars and prostitutes have seen 

their wasted lives redeemed and changed by the love and the grace of Jesus Christ. 

 

God delights in finding the lost, healing the broken, and redeeming those who have sold their 

souls to wickedness.  That has always been his way. Of this, the Apostle Paul wrote: 

 And you were dead in the trespasses and sins in which you once walked, following the 

course of this world, following the prince of the power of the air, the spirit that is now at 

work in the sons of disobedience— among whom we all once lived in the passions of our 

flesh, carrying out the desires of the body and the mind, and were by nature children of 

wrath, like the rest of mankind. But God, being rich in mercy, because of the great love 

with which he loved us, even when we were dead in our trespasses, made us alive 

together with Christ. 

Ephesians 2:1-5 

 

What is true of individuals was also true of the whole nation of Israel.  They were God’s chosen 

people.  Through them, God would rescue his whole Creation.  They were the recipients of his 

great blessing and deliverance.  It was only to the nation of Israel that God gave his laws and his 

Word.  He gave them the Promised Land.  But time and again they would rebel against this God 

who loved them.  They would turn their backs on him and worship worthless idols with 
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unspeakable wicked acts.  In so doing, they broke the Covenant that God had made with them 

and forfeited his hand of blessing.  Eventually, other kingdoms and armies came and conquered 

their land and led them away into captivity, just as God had warned would happen.   

 

In the midst of this devastation, however, God never turned his back on his people.  He always 

had a plan of redemption and restoration.  Through the voice of the Prophet Isaiah, God 

promised deliverance to a devastated people.    

 

Isaiah 61:1-3 

The Spirit of the Lord God is upon me, 

    because the Lord has anointed me 

to bring good news to the poor; 

    he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 

to proclaim liberty to the captives, 

    and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; 

to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor, 

    and the day of vengeance of our God; 

    to comfort all who mourn; 

to grant to those who mourn in Zion— 

    to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, 

the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 

    the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; 

that they may be called oaks of righteousness, 

    the planting of the Lord, that he may be glorified. 

 

God’s Plan for Israel 

From the beginning of time, God knew that he would have to redeem his Creation.  Redemption 

carries the idea of buying out someone or something from a negative state to a positive state.  

There is an exchange – a payment made in order to secure the positive end. A ransom, which 

would be paid to release a captive to freedom, carries the same idea.  In the Garden of Eden, after 

Adam and Eve rebelled against him, God promised that a Savior would come and defeat the 

power of evil that had enslaved and cursed Creation because of their sin.  Genesis 12 tells the 
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story of how God called Abraham from his home to go a new land where he would make him the 

“father of many nations.”  Redemption and salvation would eventually come to the whole world 

through him.  Three generations later, the heirs of Abraham’s promise were brought down to 

Egypt to escape a terrible famine.  Joseph, Abraham’s great grandson had become a ruler in 

Egypt, second only to the Pharaoh, and the people of God enjoyed favor in the land as long as he 

lived.  But after Joseph’s death, the Israelites became slaves to the Egyptians for four hundred 

years.   

 

God’s first great act of redemption for his people occurred when he delivered them with a mighty 

hand out of Egypt.  He brought ten terrible plagues upon the Egyptian ruler until he relented and 

released them.  The Egyptians were so glad be rid of the plagues that they gave the Israelites 

great riches in gold and silver.  The Lord divided the Red Sea and the people walked through on 

dry land.  It was in the desert where God gave them food and water and direction that they would 

become a nation.  At Mt. Sinai, he gave them their identity as the chosen people of God through 

the Law.  But like all of us, they were prone to wander, rebel, and complain.  Because of their 

rebellion, the first generation led by Moses did not make it to the Promised Land.  It was left to 

Joshua to lead Israel in obedience and conquering the land that was promised to them.   

 

Many years later, God would raise up the greatest king that Israel would ever know.  David was 

great because of his love for God.  And even though he was imperfect, God promised that 

through his offspring, a Savior would eventually be born to redeem Israel.  There is a yearning 

planted deep in the soul of every Jewish person that longs for this Promised Savior.  Through the 

prophets it was also revealed that this Anointed One (that is the meaning of “Messiah” and 

“Christ”) would not only redeem Israel, but also the whole world.   

 

The sad history of Israel is that they did not heed God’s word through his prophets and as a 

consequence, their land was conquered and they were carried off into captivity.  The ten northern 

tribes would never again return together to possess their land.  Judah and Benjamin would return 

to their land seventy years later. By the time Jesus arrived on the scene over four hundred years 

later, the people were eagerly anticipating their promised Messiah who would redeem them and 

release them from the oppression of the Romans, restoring their nation to greatness.   
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Most of them missed their Redeemer’s coming.  They expected a conquering king; he came as 

the Suffering Servant.  They wanted a mighty warrior; he came as a helpless baby.   

 

God’s Plan for You 

Jesus knew the Father’s plan.  I have often wondered how Jesus came to know that he was the 

promised Messiah.  Humanly speaking – and Jesus was 100% human – as an infant and small 

child, his mind would not have had the capacity to understand who he was.  Certainly, by age 

twelve, when he went to the Temple, he knew who he was.  He knew he was the promised 

Messiah who would redeem not only Israel, but would give his soul as a ransom for the sins of 

the whole world.  Luke’s Gospel tells us: 

 

And he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up. And as was his custom, he 

went to the synagogue on the Sabbath day, and he stood up to read.  And the scroll of the 

prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll and found the place where it was 

written, 

 

“The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, 

    because he has anointed me 

    to proclaim good news to the poor. 

He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives 

    and recovering of sight to the blind, 

    to set at liberty those who are oppressed, 

to proclaim the year of the Lord's favor.” 

And he rolled up the scroll and gave it back to the attendant and sat down. And the eyes 

of all in the synagogue were fixed on him. And he began to say to them, “Today this 

Scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” 

Luke 4:16-21 

 

Jesus is the Redeemer that was promised back in the Garden.  He is the Hope of Israel and the 

Light of the Gentiles.  The New Testament reveals something that most of Jews of Jesus’ day 
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could not have imagined:  that Jesus would be the Savior, not only of them, but of the whole 

world.  Paul tells us that Christ has broken down the wall that separated both Jews and Gentiles 

and made us one people (Ephesians 2:14).  It is Christ in us – for both Jews and Gentiles – that is 

the hope of glory (Colossians 1:27).   

 

God’s plan for the ages can be summarized in three words: 

 Creation – in which God makes all things. 

 Incarnation – in which God takes on human flesh to redeem his enslaved Creation. 

 Re-Creation – in which God makes all things new of which Christ is first-fruit through 

his resurrection.   

 

When Mary, the mother of Jesus, acknowledged that she was carrying the Messiah in her womb, 

she cried out in great joy –  

“My soul magnifies the Lord, 

     and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior, 

for he has looked on the humble estate of his servant. 

    For behold, from now on all generations will call me blessed; 

for he who is mighty has done great things for me, 

    and holy is his name. 

And his mercy is for those who fear him 

    from generation to generation. 

He has shown strength with his arm; 

    he has scattered the proud in the thoughts of their hearts; 

he has brought down the mighty from their thrones 

    and exalted those of humble estate; 

 he has filled the hungry with good things, 

    and the rich he has sent away empty. 

He has helped his servant Israel, 

    in remembrance of his mercy, 

as he spoke to our fathers, 

    to Abraham and to his offspring forever.”      
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     Luke 1:46-55 

 

This is the Third Sunday of Advent – the Sunday of Joy.  Frankly, in some way, we’re all train-

wrecks.  We’ve all got a lot of junk.  But God delights in redeeming our junk into joy.  Last 

week, I gave an object lesson on the difference between inviting God to join us in our life and 

accepting the invitation for us to join us in his life.  I want to revisit that illustration because just 

as repentance is the only pathway to peace, so it is also the only pathway to real joy.  God is 

inviting you and me, no matter what our spiritual state, to leave our junk behind, close and lock 

the door and come to him.  That’s a perfect picture of repentance.   

 

If you’ve never looked to Christ and considered him as your Savior - your Redeemer - now is the 

time for you take that first step of faith.  You are lost and broken in your sin without Christ.  

Confess that you’ve lived life your own way and ask God to forgive you.  He paid the penalty for 

that sin when he died on the cross.  Leave all your junk – all your sin - behind and turn to trust 

and follow Jesus.  If you will do that, the Bible says that you will be born again.  He will bring 

you into his eternal life.   

 

Maybe you’ve been a Christian for some time, but you’ve piled up a lot of junk.  It stinks and 

you’ve lost all joy in your life.  It’s time to close and lock the door on that stuff – repent and turn 

to follow Jesus.  Maybe you’re in the midst of deep struggles that you can’t understand.  You 

don’t know why God is putting you through this.  I can’t tell you why, but God knows.  Trust 

him even when you can’t understand.  I have found that when I confess my weakness of faith 

that God gives me the grace to trust him as I should.   

 

Friends, this is a day of rejoicing.  Dump the junk.  Turn and follow Jesus.  Then we say with the 

prophet: 

 

I will greatly rejoice in the Lord; 

    my soul shall exult in my God, 

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; 

    he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, 

    and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
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For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, 

    and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, 

so the Lord God will cause righteousness and praise 

    to sprout up before all the nations. 

     Isaiah 61:10-11 

 

 


